
VFP CONVENTION 2013 
WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 

Thursday, Aug 8, 2013 
 

3:00PM – 4:30PM 
 

 Environmental Disaster: Why it's a Veteran's issue 
 

Presenters:  Larry Orr, Helen Jaccard, and Lincoln Grahlfs and  
                      others 
Room:  University A 

 
War is not healthy for the environment. Join this workshop to hear from panelists about nuclear 
waste and more.  This discussion will continue into a Caucus presentation Friday evening at 5 
pm, facilitated Skip Oliver. 
 

 VFP and the United Nations 
 

Presenters:  Ellen Barfield, Michael McPhearson, Mike Reid 
Room:  Capitol Ballroom A 

 
The 2013 VFP Representatives to the United Nations Department of Public Information will 
explain how VFP relates to the UN and what value the relationship offers VFP. The UN system 
is complicated, so information will include descriptions of various ways VFP can relate to the 
UN and NGO and official representatives of other nations, how to observe protocols and avoid 
embarrassment, and bring political pressure to bear on the US government regarding 
international relations. 
 

 Best Practices in Helping Homeless Veterans 
 
Presenters:  John Spitzberg, Paul Cox 
Room:  Caucus Room 

 
This workshop is dedicated to sharing best practices used by chapters throughout VFP in 
working with homeless veterans. Concentration on the role of advocacy, the needs of the 
homeless veteran and specific attention to the needs of women, aged and veterans with PTSD 
and other problems will be discussed. Attendees will develop potential programs for their 
chapters where none exist presently and will define and refine those already in place. This 
open discussion will address those issues which participants wish to discuss and share with 
each other possible solutions, ideas and direction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Current Options for Palestine 

 
Presenter:  Jack Dresser 
Room:  Conference Room I 

 
Jack Dresser has been a presenter in previous years at the VFP Conventions. All are welcome 
to hear this further analysis of "Current Options in Palestine" - and then join the Palestine 
Caucus at 5 pm on Friday afternoon for more discussion  with Eduardo Cohen and others. 
 

 Addressing Veteran Suicide 
 
Presenter:  Alice Franks-Gray 
Room:  Conference Room III 

 
As the numbers continue to rise, Alice will lead us through this topic of veteran suicide 
 

 Vets Building Peace Keeping US(A) Safe 
 
Presenter:  Harold Saunders 
Room:  Conference Room IV 

 
As part of the workshop, participants will learn of the PETITION which seeks redress from the 
Congress of the United States, proposed by the Quaker Meeting of Annapolis, Maryland. 
Participants will also share their own short stories on how they came to be workers for PEACE, 
followed by discussion to list Vets continuing needs and then prioritize proposals for short and 
long term action plans.   There will also be time to work on a plan to work collaboratively with 
other groups, with the same goals. 
 

 VFP Howard Zinn Fund: What Makes a Winning Proposal? 
 

Presenter:  Ken Barger 
Room:  Conference Room V 

 
The Veterans For Peace Howard Zinn Fund is intended to provide a resource to local chapters 
for projects that further the VFP mission of peace and justice, particularly where a small grant 
can make a difference to the project's success. Funds are made available on a two-to-one 
matching basis, where the applicants must collect independent resources for at least a third of 
the total project costs. Based on available money, the review committee may award partial or 
full funding to any proposal, up to a maximum of $1,000.  These application materials and 
process will be reviewed at this workshop. (Look for the Howard Zinn Fund literature table, if 
you miss this workshop.) 


